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J ean Vance, age 88, passed away peacefully February 22, 2021 in Collierville TN

surrounded by family. An exceptional woman who generously loved her family
and always thought of others before herself, she was the beloved wife of Aubrey for

almost 59 years, before he passed in 2017; the loving mother of Helen Cagna (David),

Carol Vance, and Rosemary Kleiser (Mike); adoring grandmother of Caitlin Cagna,
Dani Cagna, Alexandra Caccese (Ben), Michael Motarjeme, Elizabeth Kleiser, Eric

Kleiser (Brooke), and Scott Kleiser; cherished sister of Ann Wilson; and best friend to
Katy, her feisty sweet pup. While matriarch of the family in America, she was also

committed to her family in Ireland and kept the relationships between the

generations vibrant and alive.
Jean was born in Rathfriland, Northern Ireland on February 23, 1932. With the

perfect combination of strength and tenderness, her deep love of people and life
fueled her passion for nursing, volunteering, and continually expanding her wide

circle of true friends. After emigrated to America in 1965, Jean built on her talent as a

nurse in both Ireland and Denmark, and continued to help others via a wide range of
organized volunteer work, including Meals on Wheels, Hospice, and Church

Activities, as well as sincerely and generously extending love and kindness to both
friends and strangers. Jean also found joy in music and nature, especially when

shared with others.
Jean raised her family in Charleston SC, moved closer to her oldest daughter in

Naperville IL to generously share love as a grandmother, and prior to Aubrey’s

passing, moved near her youngest daughter in Collierville TN. She was blessed to
spark close friendships with her neighbors at The Village at Schilling Farms and

cherished her daily dog walks with all. Jean’s legacy of caring for others and
appreciation of what really matters in life will live on.
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A celebration of Jean’s life will be Saturday, February 27 PM at Memorial Park

Funeral Home, 5668 Poplar Avenue, Memphis TN 38119 beginning at 4 PM.
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Celebration of Life

Memorial Park Riverside Chapel

5668 Poplar Avenue, Memphis TN 38119
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Anonymous sent a Fairest of All to the Vance family.

February 26 at 10:08 AM

IG Ian Groves posted:

Auntie Jean always gave us such a warm Irish welcome when we came to visit with Aubrey at her

side. We enjoyed many wonderful meals, she was such an amazing cook and happy to share her

family recipes. She had such a quick wit and dry sense of humour and a great way with telling

stories. Jean showed great interest in everyone particularly the children and loved to hear what they

were getting up to. Family was so important to Jean and she always kept in touch whatever the

distance. Jean took time to make our visits so special and memorable showing us beautiful places

that we will always remember. We cherish the time we had with Jean and feel so blessed that our

children got to know and love her too. We will miss Jean so much and send all our love to Rosemary,

Carol, Helen and all their families. Love from Ian, Amy, Megan, Ben and Lorna

February 26 at 9:46 AM

Anonymous sent a Sweet Solace Spray to the Vance family.

February 25 at 12:34 PM

Anonymous sent a Beautiful Heart Bouquet to the Vance family.

February 25 at 7:33 AM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Josephine by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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